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Scholarship Awarded   

     Clan Ramsay has awarded scholarship to Audrey Trawick to support her 
learning and teaching efforts in Highland Dancing.  Miss Trawick  is an ac-
complished dancer and dance instructor in New Port Richey, Florida who is 
seeking to improve both her dancing and her teaching. 
     This is the second Scottish Arts and Culture scholarship the Clan has 
awarded.   
     In her application, Miss Trawick wrote, “This past August of 2022, I had 
transitioned into becoming an independent Highland Dance Instructor, com-
mitted to promoting the Scottish arts in the area where I currently live. I am 
in the process of working alongside my community to bring a recreation 
highland dance and choreography class to my area, where there currently 
is none, in hopes to bring more of our Scottish heritage to life. I have also 
begin studying for my Royal Scottish Official Board of Highland Dancing 
national’s exam, which is a pre-requisite to becoming a Highland Dance 
Adjudicator.” 
     If you know of someone who might be a candidate for a scholarship for 
someone that promotes and encourages Scottish Arts and Culture, have 
them apply to Clan Ramsay for information.   
    Application for the scholarship will be in 
the form of a letter from the applicant ad-
dressed to Clan Ramsay Scholarship, 434 
Skinner Blvd, Dunedin FL  34698.  The ap-
plication must be received by May 1, 
2023.  The winning applicant or applicants 
will be announced in May and the funds will 
be available through the end of 2023.   
      The application letter must include, the 
applicant’s name, age, address, email ad-
dress and phone number; the amount of 
training, if any, the applicant has had; a 
brief (300 word) essay that states why the 
applicant wants the scholarship; the name 
of the academy or teaching facility or insti-
tution the applicant wants to attend and a 
letter of recommendation from an accredit-
ed instructor or teacher of the instrument or 
dance the applicant wants to pursue. 
 
Submitted by 
Dick McGraw 
President Clan Ramsay International 
 

 

(More from Audrey on Page 8) 
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Sherman Texas Celtic Festival  

March 25-26, 2023 
Sherman, Texas 
 
About half way between Dallas and the Oklahoma 
border, Sherman TX's Pecan Grove Park is an ideal 
setting for any festival, but perfect for Clan gather-
ings and Highland Games.  The site offers a large 
circular venue, with vendors along a paved walkway 
around the circle, Clan tents in the center, and multi-
ple covered stages, as well as the main stage for 
music and dance performances, with Games and 
Bands in the Northeast section of the park  You can 
see the entire field from any part of the park. 
     The weather was just about perfect, with sunny 
skies, a little breeze, and temps from the 50s early in 
the morning to the 70s in the afternoon.  Attendance 
was up from last year, with additional food trucks and 
product vendors, keeping attendees busy with eating 
and shopping between watching Highland Games 
athletes, dancers, the Viking Village, sword fighting, 
shepherd dog demonstrations, pipe band competi-
tions, whiskey tasting, shortbread competition, cultur-
al presentations, and a tug of war.  The Choctaw Na-
tion also performed traditional songs again this year. 
     Among the pipe bands was the Sherman Police 
Department Regional Pipe Band, who wear Ramsay 
Blue tartan kilts as their uniform.  When asked why 
they chose Ramsay, "We liked the color."  Good 
enough reason. 
     Mike Ramsey, North Texas Commissioner and 
future VP of Clan Ramsay, and his wife Sharon 
Palkowetz, managed the Clan Ramsay tent, fielding 
questions about the Clan, genealogy, and DNA test-
ing.  This festival engages the kids by having them 
collect stamps from all the Clans in a scavenger hunt 
booklet, with prizes awarded for getting the most 
stamps.  Clan Ramsay's unicorn emblem is always a 
favorite. 
     With the cancellation of the Texas Scottish Festi-
val in Decatur, TX, normally in May, Sherman has 
become the primary festival in North Texas.  From 
what we can see, Sherman will likely be the standard 
for Spring festivals in Texas.  We'll be back, and en-
courage anyone within driving distance to some next 
year. 
 

https://www.shermancelticfest.com 
 

Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Texas Commissioner The Sherman Police Pipe Band 

wearing Ramsay Blue 
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President’s Letter 
     For our members in the Northeast, Midwest, Far West and 
Southwest, it has been a bitterly cold and nasty winter.  Most of 
those in the Southeast got off pretty easy.  But take heart all—If  
the calendar says Spring is here,  fairer weather can only be just 
around the corner!  In fact, in my part of the world, the pollen is al-
ready on us—about six  weeks early! 
     And with Spring comes the season of highland games through-
out the United States and many other countries.  Make plans to go 
and represent Clan Ramsay wherever and whenever you can.   
     And while  you’re making plans to attend Highland Games and 
Gatherings, be sure to include the Clan Ramsay International AGM 
at Stone Mountain, GA, October 2023! 
     For your future planning, If you can attend the event our Euro-
pean Clan Ramsay Convener, Laurent Jaunaux, is planning for 
mid July 2024, (date is not certain yet) I urge you to do so!  It prom-
ises to be a joyous occasion!  Laurent has provided a separate arti-
cle on that event and other European events for this newsletter. 
     Thanks to the efforts of Vice President-elect Mike Ramsey, we 
are up and running on a new Facebook page!  It is intended to be a 
great place to stay informed on Clan activities and member inter-
ests and updates.  Check it out.  There are links to the Facebook 
page and the Instagram page on the Clan web page.  There also is 
a link to the Clan’s Instagram page on the web site.  That mage is 
managed by Michaila Jolly, otherwise known as Mrs. Christian Car-
swell. 
     You will see elsewhere in the newsletter that the Clan has 
awarded a scholarship to a highland dancer.  It is our second 
scholarship award.  If you know of someone who might need some 
financial help to learn and participate Scottish arts and culture and 
you think they might be a candidate for a Clan scholarship, have 
them apply to David Ramsey, Membership Chairman and Treasur-
er.    
     A reminder:  If you have not paid your 2023 dues by the end of 
March, this will be your last newsletter!  Don’t let that happen! 
    
Ora et Labora 
Dick McGraw 
President Clan Ramsay International 
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  We have a very dynamical region as several ge-
ographies have organized some events. 
     In France, Clan Ramsay “Grand East” has or-
ganized its own Burns Supper and in Belgium the 
MacKinnon’s also organized an event and Clan 
Ramsay members were invited. 
     Due to the dynamism of Marie Corinne, she 
has been appointed as Commissioner of the 
Grand East region. She is now a part of the EU 
Clan Ramsay Council. 
     I had some email exchanges with our Clan 
Chief Jamie and I suggested him to organize an 
international gathering in France in 2024, almost 
the same way we organized our gathering in 
2018. 
     He wrote me to say it is a great idea and he 
needs to know the dates as soon as possible. 
     We already know this will take place around 
the Bastilles Day, the 14th of July. We still need to 
check with the lady Mayor of Aubigny sur Nère. 
Goal will be to book a huge manor to host all of 
our members in the same location. 
     So we are going to manage this event, surely, 
around our Chief, in order to have a great time… 
again. 
 
Ora et Labora 
Laurent Jaunaux 
Clan Ramsay Convener for Europe. 

What a happiness.... 
     The Ramsay clan of the Grand East of France orga-
nized its first Burns Night in a privileged place, the pro-
vider of Tarcenay-Fouchernas. It is in the beautiful re-
gion of Bourgogne-Franche-Comté. 
      The clan therefore gathered to celebrate Robert 
Burns, also known as: Scotland's favorite son. For a 
first Burn’s, it was a success. Under the aegis of our 
Bailiff Marie Corinne Corbet-Lefranc and her acolytes, 
we started with a welcome speech for the guests. 
     The result was only enchantment and happiness to 
be together. The first toast was for the Selkirk Grace in 
a studious and silent atmosphere. Our Clans men Olivi-
er rewarded us with work on Robert Burns, his life, and 
his work. We continued with bagpipes much appreciat-
ed by those present. 
     Then came the moment awaited by all, the arrival of 
the Haggis, to the sound of the bagpipes. Our bearer 
arms crossed in the shape of a cross of Saint André, a 
bottle of Arran (1) Sauternes Finish Cask in his left hand 

and in the other the famous whiskey of the clan: a Fet-
tercairn 12 years old (Single Malt) with a fine fruity style. 
But we digress, let's get back to our meal. So, our 
Michel Ben Daoud precedes the triumphant arrival of 
Haggis. 
     Then the Quaich is introduced and will be drunk bot-
toms up with the saying, To the Haggis and glass 
banged hard on the table. Our Clansman Jean Louis 
will give us a memorable Address to the Haggis and 
then proceed to the traditional cutting of the Haggis with 
the famous Sgian Dubh. Our duly gutted Haggis" was 
served by an expert’s hand accompanied by exquisite 
potato and turnip purees.  
    After comes the long-awaited time for the verbal ex-
change between the Laddies. A toast will be made to 
praise the role of women in the entire world, without 
forgetting the men present right, in a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. Our Clansman Michel Lafranc later grati-
fied us with an Immortal Memory to the sound of bag-
pipes. 

Continued on Page 5 
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    We finished the meal with the arrival of puddings 
cooked by Caroline, our hostess. We ended this singular 
ceremony in apotheosis with:  
“To all the men and women in distress and poverty, 
whether they are scattered on the surface of the Earth, on 
the sea or in the air, wishing them rapid relief of their suf-
fering and a prompt return to their native country if that is 
their wish”. 
   We closed our evening by singing Auld Lang Syne, in 
unison, with arms entwined.  
    And that’s first edition closed, in the happiness and 
conviviality of being together, all gathered for the Clan 
Ramsay Grand East. 
     “Yes, we will meet again, my Brothers. It's only a good 
bye " 
 
Marie Corinne Corbet-Lefranc 
Commissioner  
EU Grand East 

Continued from Page 4 

(1) Founded in 1995 and located on the island of the same name, the Arran 

distillery has remained one of the only independent distilleries in Scotland. 

Built on the superb site of Lochranza. A unique setting for a unique whisky. 

Arran Sauternes Cask Finish, is a single malt refined in Sauternes casks. This 

maturation brings notes of apricots, vanilla, honey, raisins, dried, pepper, 

toasted oak. 

Grand East of France First Burns Night Celebration 

We had as part of our "SCOTTISH 

CLANS DAYS" a series of activities... 

NEW YEAR LUNCH BELGIUM 
 

     2023 began with the traditional New 
Year Lunch on Sunday January 29. The 
Hay, McKinnon and Ramsay clans met in 
the morning at the Notre-Dame au Bois 
church in Jézus-Eik. 
     The Hay Pipe Band welcomed us at the 
entrance of the religious building and the 
representatives of the clans entered in pro-
cession. Each clan marked a particular in-
tention for a family member at the Family 
Memorial. 
     Various pieces of music were played by 
the Hay Pipe Band with the finale being 
“Flower of Scotland.  
     At noon, we met at the Cultural Center 
near the church for lunch in the very warm 
atmosphere of the clans. 

Continued on Page 6 
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SCOTTISH BURNS FEBRUARY 4 
 

    Our clan participated with the Hay clan in the Burns 
organized by the McKinnon. The event took place in 
Hotel De Basiliek in Edegem. 
     “The address to a Haggis” immersed us in the magi-
cal world of poet Robert Burns. We shared with friends 
the traditional haggis served with a good whiskey. 
     The dances, songs and airs of the Bagpipers were in 
the spotlight. The evening ended with the famous Auld 
Lang Syne. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

BURNS NIGHT FEBRUARY 7 
 

     My wife Marie-Christine and I had the honor of being 
invited as Ramsay representatives by Baron Michel 
Pilette Of Kinnear to this traditional Scottish Burns activ-
ity organized by the Cercle Royal Gaulois Artistique et 
Littéraire in Brussels for its members.  
     The meal was sumptuous. The decor was beautiful. 
The entertainment for the evening went off masterfully 
under the direction of Tom Hye with a superb address at 
the Haggis. The meal continued with the Hay Pipe 
Band, a group of Scottish dancers. We were delighted 
to hear harpist Inge Frimout Hay and her wonderful 
voice. 
     The evening ended in the salons of this renowned 
club. 
 
Submitted by 
Christian Jamin Ramsay 
Commissioner 
North Europe 
 

Continued from Page 5 

Tribute to Our Clansmen  
Ypers–Belgium  
01 October 2022 
 

     Our clan paid homage in memory on the top of 
the Menin Gate in Ypres to ten of our Ramsay 
resting for eternity in Belgium and France. 
     We had our traditional clan lunch at the “In 
Flanders Feilds Museum” restaurant. 
     In the process, there was the Installation cere-
mony of the Crest Clan newly joining us at the 
Pub ‘les Halles”, Grote Market Ypres, Belgium. 
     At 4:00 p.m. the Homage to Private William 
MacLeod is the historical presentation of the last 
days of William MacLeod was given by Mr. Simon 
Louagie, Historian and Director of Talbot House. 
With a wreath laying and personal tribute followed 
by historical explanations of the WWI battles in 
the vicinity of Dadizeele New British Cemetery. 
     In the final, we had a glass of friendship in the 
Clans Pub 'Les Halles'. 
 
Submitted 
Christian Jamin 
Commissioner  North Europe 

Clan Days Events 2023 
29 April Scottish Ladies Night 

Club Royal des Guides, Brussels 

28 May  Clans' Days  Barbeque 

Ile d'Yvoir-Yvoir 

18 June  Highland Games 

Hulst Clinge, Netherlands 
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First Time at Stone Mountain…….. 

     2022 Stone Mountain Festival and Games,  
Stone Mountain, Georgia, October 14-16. 2022 

 
     One would be very hard pressed to find a more 
scenic venue for a Scottish Festival than Stone Moun-
tain Park, near Atlanta, Georgia.  October weather was 
ideal; cool mornings, warm afternoons, sunny days, 
not much wind.  Forests of tall pines surrounded the 
Highland Games event fields and pipe band area, and 
the Clan Forest crawled up the gentle incline into the 
woods. 
     The first impression upon entering the festival 
grounds was the very large crowd viewing the games.  
The number of spectators for Highland games was far 
greater than typical for most festivals.  The same held 
true for Highland dancing and Pipe Band competitions.  
There were hundreds of spectators for all events, all 
weekend. 
     Souvenir and food vendors were typical of most 
festivals, so it was easy to spend spare time shopping 
and eating. 
     The Clan Village was made up of a large number of 
Clans, along a walking path winding through the pine 
forest.  Of course, among them was the Clan Ramsay 
tent, way up top, back in the woods, looking down on 
the fields. 
     Members and officers from all over the country 
came to this festival, as it served as the Clan's annual 
meeting.  This particular meeting held special signifi-
cance, in that new officers were nominated to take of-
fice next year.   
     Pam Ramsey McNeil will be the 2023 Clan Presi-
dent, and Mike Ramsey will be the Vice President dur-
ing her term.  Also brought into the leadership of the 
Clan is Melanie Ballesteros, who will be the Secretary/
Archivist. 
     Former President John Ramsey, current President 
Dick McGraw, current VP David Ramsey, and Clan 
founder Carl Ramsey were all in attendance at the fes-
tival, as well as the Friday night Clan Gathering at the 
host hotel Hilton.  The dinner offered the chance to put 
on our finest tartan outfits and meet and greet mem-
bers of our Clan, as well as renew friendships with oth-
er Clans. 
     We hope to see you again next October 2023 at the 
AGM in Georgia. 
 

Submitted by 
Mike Ramsey 
Texas Commissioner 
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Hello Clan Ramsey and scholarship committee 
members, 
     I wanted to take a moment to update you on my 
current dance progress, both as a competitive 
dancer and promoter of the Scottish Arts. 
     I recently had the opportunity to attend the Or-
lando Premiership competition this past January. 
It's been a while since I've last competed in the 
Scottish National dances.  I was scheduled to com-
pete in the 20 and over category. Due to low at-
tendance numbers that the highland dance com-
munity are currently facing, it was necessary to re-
structure some of the competitive groups together, 
changing my competitive category.  I ended up 
placing in all my dances that day.  
 

Flora: 3rd 
Village Maid: 3rd 

Jig: 4th 
Blue Bonnets: 5th 

Placing 2nd runner up 
Premiership Champion in my age division. 

 
     I want to take a minute to personally thank you 
on behalf of all past, present, and future scholar-
ships recipients. Highland dance scholarships are 
extremely hard to come by, especially as you age 
out of many scholarships after the age of 18. I can't 
stress how important dance scholarships are to 
students and young instructors like me.  
     It takes many years of formal training and edu-
cation to advance from a competitive student into a 
certified instructor or adjudicator. It's imperative 
that you have the right educators training you for 
these instructor/adjudicator credentials. It can be 
an expensive process when transitioning from a 
student to an instructor or adjudicator. We have 
yearly renewals and workshops that we need to 
attend to help us continue to grow the highland 
dance community.       
     Recently, I had the pleasure to be hosted by the 
Celtic Family Jamboree in Brooksville FL. I was 
given a free vendor's tent to share my experiences 
as a competitive highland dancer, talk about my 
journey into becoming a Certified Highland instruc-
tor, and promote the Scottish Dance community by 
offering two free workshops and six main stage 
performances. Several of the dances I chose to 
perform, I had choreographed my own steps.  

     Bill Howard was my live piper of the day. He 
was extremely easy to work with and was very 
helpful in coordinating times and schedules for 
our sets. At the end of day two I gifted Bill with 
some Celtic artwork that I painted myself and of-
fered a second piece of artwork to be raffled off 
in the NWC community to help fund scholarship 
recipients. 
     I hope my update was fun and interesting. I 
look forward to updating you on more progress 
through the year. My next competition is sched-
uled to take place in Loch Norman NC mid-April. 
I'm hoping to have the new Aboyne I've ordered 
ready for this competition. It 
will be a plaid skirt, vest, and 
shoulder plaid. In the mean-
time, I'm working on getting 
my new kilt/kilt hose ordered 
shortly. 
 
Sincerest thanks 
Audrey N. Trawick 
 

Youtube links:  
https://youtu.be/Iy7D2s77QSk 
https://youtu.be/jXi1QPX2Svo 

A Letter From Our Scholarship Winner 



 

Newsletter of Clan Ramsay INTERNATIONAL, INC 

P A G E  9  Page  9 

 

 

Norfolk, Virginia 
November 2, 2022 
 
   The guest speakers for the November meeting of the Scottish Society of 
Tidewater were former President of the organization, Nancy Miller, and her 
husband, C.G. Miller.  The topic for the event was: Scottish Highland Dress 
Throughout the History. The group met at the Norfolk Masonic Temple on 
Granby Street in Norfolk, Virginia  
     When asked about the program Nancy informed us, “We were asked to 
do a presentation, so we chose clothing. It's a program we've been doing for 
years and it's always fun to play dress up especially with young folks.  We 
had lots of fun at the Scottish Society of Tidewater event.  We want to give a 
special thanks to Darcie MacGregor for allowing her daughter, Em, to be my 
model for how to wear an arasaid.”  
 

    For all interested in how to wear an arasaid Nancy will be  
demonstrating the process at the Clan Ramsay tents on Friday, July 7th  

2023 Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, at 2:00 PM.  
 

Clan Ramsay Members Present Program 

Clan Ramsay Genealogist  

Nancy M.  Miller demonstrates 

how to wear an arasaid.   

Her model Em Macgregor. 

31 January 2023 
 
     Michaila Jolly-Carswell was recently 
recognized by Evolution Travel as a 
Double Gold Consultant.   
     Her husband, Christian Carswell 
commented, “It’s usually not polite to 
brag about yourself…so I’ll do it for 
her…Congratulations to Michaila Jolly-
Carswell on hitting a milestone that’s 
taken many months of hard work. I’m so 
very proud of you Michaila!” 

Please send school, workplace or community recognitions for publication. 
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January 25, 2023 
Dallas, Texas 
 
     "The Londoner recently opened in Dallas, TX, and they kicked 
off their new location with their first Burns’ Night Supper, Wednes-
day, January 25th. 
     The evening began in typical Burns Night fashion with a couple 
of Robert Burns' poems, and the address to the haggis, followed by 
a parade around the establishment with a piper. 
     The dinner served began with dram of Scotch, Cock-a-Leekie 
soup, main course of Neeps and Tatties and Haggis, and ended 
with a house dessert. 
     And of course, the evening wrapped up with everyone singing 
"Auld Lang Syne". 
     Not bad for an inaugural dinner.  We'll go back again next year." 
 
Submitted by, 
Mike Ramsey 
Texas Commissioner 

Our table, showing the menu of  
neeps and tatties, and haggis. 

Mike Ramsey and son Stephen Ramsey 

Stephen Ramsey, his friend Nikki Coones, 

and my wife Sharon Palkowetz. 

Burns’ Night, Texas Style 

Should auld acquaintance 

be forgot, 

and never brought to mind? 

Should auld acquaintance 

be forgot, 

and auld lang syne 

 

CHORUS: 

For auld lang syne, 

my jo, for auld lang 

syne, we'll tak' a cup  

o' kindness yet, for 

auld lang syne. 
 

And surely ye'll be your 

pint-stoup! 

and surely I'll be mine! 

And we'll tak' a cup o’ kind-

ness yet, 

for auld lang syne. 
 

CHORUS 
 

 

 

We twa hae run about the 

braes, 

and pou'd the gowans fine; 

But we've wander'd mony 

a weary fit, 

sin' auld lang syne. 

CHORUS 

We twa hae paidl'd in the 

burn, 

frae morning sun till dine; 

But seas between us braid 

hae roar'd 

sin' auld lang syne. 

CHORUS 

And there's a hand, my 

trusty fiere! 

and gie's a hand o' thine! 

And we'll tak' a right gude-

willie waught,                

for auld lang syne. 
 

CHORUS 

Auld Lang Syne 
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Burns’ Night Celebrations 

2023 Saint Andrew's Society of 
Tidewater's Burns Nicht Supper, the 
38th honoring the 264th anniversary 
of Burns' birth. So great to see old 
friends and make new ones.  
C.G. and Nancy M. Miller 

February 7, 2023 Burns’ Night at  
Cercle Royal Gaulois Artistique &  
Littéraire, Brussels. The event was 
hosted by Baron of Kinnear  

Wilmington, NC 
January 28, 2023 
      
     Coastal North Carolina is a very active place for Scottish activi-
ties and Burns Suppers are front and center the end of January 
and the first of February.  I played with the Port City Pipes and 
Drums at the Burns Supper hosted by the Scottish Society of Wil-
mington, NC.   
     It was the 264 anniversary of Burns’ birth.  I was also the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the event and was honored to offer the toast 
in honor of the Immortal Memory of Robert Burns.   
     FYI, the first Burns supper was held in Burns’ cottage in Allo-
way in 1801 on the fifth anniversary of his death.  The following 
year the powers that be thought it best to honor Robert Burns birth 
than his death!  And since then, there have been hundreds of 
thousands of Burns Suppers in virtually every country of the world. 
     The band tartan I was wearing is Royal Stewart. Port City 
Pipes and Drums also played the Burns Supper in Warsaw, NC 
on January 21st. 
 
Submitted by 
Dick McGraw 

A Coastal Burns’ Night 

Dick and Bobbie McGraw 

Want to 

Know More 

About 

Burns’ 

Night? Click 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burns_supper
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Our New Mississippi Commissioner 

01 March, 2023 
 
     Good morning, well almost evening where I 
am.  I am stranded in Reykjavik, Iceland due to 
plane engine issues.  I am on standby for the 
next flight to Edinburgh or London or Glasgow 
or Dublin or anywhere at this point.  
     I am amazed at how organized and profes-
sional Clan Ramsey is.  I am a member of oth-
er clan organizations and Clan Ramsey out-
shines all of them. 
     Anyway, I have no phone service and a 
weak Wi-Fi signal on my laptop. 
     I will send a photo later but here is a bio.  I 
am not sure what information you want so feel 
free to edit: 
     I live in Jackson, Mississippi by way of 
South Carolina. My clans are Ramsay, Bruce 
and Ferguson.   I am a retired Program Analyst 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs after 
33 years of employment.  My hobbies are all 
things Scotland, genealogy, archaeology, 
weaving, backpacking and travel.  My clans are 
Ramsay, Bruce, Sinclair and Ferguson.  I have 
two children and four grandchildren. 
     That is all I can think of right now.  No sleep 
in 38 hours makes it difficult to think.   
 
Thank you, 
Jamie Haushalter 
Mississippi Commissioner 

2023 AGM 
51st Stone Mountain  

Highland Games 

October 20th-22nd  

Stone Mountain 

Georgia 

www.smhg.org 
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Becoming a US Citizen, Twice 

     It’s 1935 and the USA is in the middle of a great 
depression. According to history, it all started on Thurs-
day October 24, 1929 with the selling of around 13 mil-
lion shares of stock in one day. Over the weekend and 
in the next few days, stock market prices fell about 
25%. The day became known as “Black Thursday” and 
history noted the event as the stock market crash of 
1929.  
     Through the mid-thirties, unemployment remained 
about 25%. Wages dropped to about half value. World 
trade even fell to over 60% and many banks closed 
because of run-on’s and failure. Even the Midwest 
turned into a dustbowl because of no rain and crop fail-
ure. To add to the issues of the times, the government 
tried to make adjustments to help recovery with little 
results.  
     In 1935 President Roosevelt and Congress created 
the Social Security Act or SSA. The idea was to create 
a future social insurance program covering a variety of 
individuals. The law was to provide a monthly retire-
ment benefit to individual’s age 65 and older. The 
amount received was based on the individual’s payroll 
tax contributions.  
     What does this note from depression history have to 
do with citizen issues you may be asking? My citizen 
father, William Ramsey, was born in 1902 and tried to 
register with the Social Security Administration. They 
said that a copy of written proof of his birth was also 
required. William stated that he didn’t have a copy. 
SSA told him to contact the place of birth to obtain a 
copy, because without a proof of birth, William could 
not be eligible for age 65 retirement benefits around 
1967, but would still have to pay federal payroll taxes 
to Social Security.  
     William was living in Summit County, Ohio at the 
time and contacted his place of birth, Mifflin County, PA 
to obtain a copy of his birth record. A search was made 
but no copy was found. This is where he discovered 
that his parents had not registered his birth with the 
county. He also found out that the only way to prove 
his birth for SS retirement was to apply for a “Delayed 
Birth Certificate.” Since he lived in Ohio, he either had 
to go to PA and try to gather information or try and con-
tact some friends and other people in Mifflin County, 
PA and have them help him apply for an “abstract of 
supporting evidence” that he was born in 1902 and 
lived there at one time. He chose to find some friends 
for help and saved him a trip to PA. Four people were 
found to support his birth evidence and with their help 
and signature, on June 18, 1942, William was granted 
a delayed birth certificate. William reapplied to SSA 
and the delayed, March 27, 1937, SSA card was is-
sued.  
      

     William also had a younger brother that had not 
been registered at birth. As time went on for William, 
things were about to change. He was unable to en-
joy a possible 1967 retirement because of a health 
issue that got in the way. He had been under the 
care of a doctor for a few years when he passed 
away in February, 1958 at the age of 56 from a heart 
attack. My mother was also not registered at a 1902 
birth time and had to go through the same hassle of 
having to provide a delayed birth certificate when 
she tried to get a passport for a 1970’s ocean travel 
trip. She finally got to     
make the trip. 
      There were many people born before 1940 in the 
USA that were not registered with the local govern-
ment at the time of birth, especially if they lived on a 
farm or rural location outside of a town or populated 
area. Being born in the USA gave one a verbal citi-
zenship, but to be eligible for retirement funding with 
the Social Security Administration, one needed a 
birth certificate to prove a birth in America thus caus-
ing many people having to “become a citizen twice.” 
 
Submitted by 
Bruce Ramsey                                                    

William Andrew Ramsey 

was born in 1902 
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Cobourg Highland Games 
June 16th-17th, 2023 

Cobourg, Ontario, Canada 

www.cobourghighlandgames.ca 

Andrea MacFarlane-Grieve 
 

67th Grandfather  

Mountain Games 2023 

July 6th-9th, 2023 
MacRae Meadows  

Grandfather Mountain   

Linville, NC 

www.gmhg.org 

David F. Ramsey 
 

Kincardine Scottish  

Festival & Highland Games 
July 7th-9th, 2023 

Kincardine, Ontario, Canada 

kincardinescottishfestival.ca 

Andrea MacFarlane-Grieve 
 

Cambridge Scottish Fest. 
July 14th-15th, 2023 

Churchill Park 

Cambridge, Ontario, Canada 

cambridgescottishfestival.ca 

Andrea MacFarlane-Grieve 
 

Rencontres Franco-

Ecossaises 
      July 14th-16th, 2023 

Aubigny-sur-Nère, France 
 

 

Elizabeth Celtic Festival 
July 14th & 15th, 2023 

Casey Jones Park 

Elizabeth, Colorado 

elizabethcelticfest.org 

Wayne Premo Ramsey 

 

Colorado Tartan Day Festival 

April 8th-9th, 2023 
Boulder County Fairgrounds 

Longmont, Colorado 

Wayne Ramsey Premo 
 

28th Rural Hill Scottish 

 Festival & Loch Norman  

Highland Games  

April 15th-16th, 2023 
Rural Hill Center Scottish Heritage 

Huntersville, NC 

www.ruralhillscottishfestivals.net 

Bob Ramsey 
 

Scottish Ladies Night 
April 28th, 2023 

Club Royal des Guides 

rue d'Arlon 32 in Brussels 
 

Texas Scottish Festival  

& Highland Games 

May 5th-7th, 2023 
Reunion Grounds 

3101 FM 51/Decatur, TX  

www.texasscots.com 

Mike Ramsey 
 

2023 Smoky Mountains  

Highland Games 

May 20th-21st 2023 
Townsend Visitor Center 

Townsend, Tennessee 

www.smokymountaingames.org 

David F. Ramsey 
 

Pikes Peak Celtic Festival 
Museum Mining & Industry 

June 16th-18th, 2023 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Wayne Ramsey Premo 

Newsletter of Clan Ramsay INTERNATIONAL, INC 

Ramsay 

Report 



 

The Ramsay Report 

714 North Aspen St 

Lincolnton, NC  

28092 

Newsletter of 

Clan Ramsay 

International, Inc. 

Clan Ramsay International, Inc. 

"Give the gift of Clan Ramsay membership to a relative or friend.  You can use the gift membership card below.”    

Gift Membership or Membership Dues 

Gift Membership/Dues for 2023……………………..$30.00 
From: 

Your Name __________________ 

Your Email  __________________ 
 

 

 

 

Make your check payable to Clan Ramsay International and mail it along with this form to: 

     David F. Ramsey, Membership Director 

     Clan Ramsay International, Inc. 

     434 Skinner Blvd./Dunedin, FL  34698 

To: 

Name ________________________________ 

Address_______________________________ 

City ________________State _____Zip______ 

Email_________________________________ 


